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Section 1, pages 1–7
While reading 
1	 Write the answers.

Tourist: Good morning, Mr McTavish.  
How are you?
Duncan: …………………………………………
Tourist: Is this your castle?
Duncan: …………………………………………
Tourist: Who do you live here with?
Duncan: …………………………………………
Tourist: What do you usually do here?
Duncan: …………………………………………
Tourist: Are you going to sell the island?
Duncan: Perhaps.

2	 Match A and B.
	 A	 B
		  has long yellow hair.
	 Bobo	 has long white hair.
	 	 is about forty-five years old.
		  is tall.
	 Roxanne	 is small.
	 	 is about twenty.
		  is an American rock star.
	 Leaping Larry	 is the American rock star’s 
		  girlfriend.

Section 2, pages 10–13
While reading 
3	 Which one is wrong?
	 a	 Duncan usually … .
		  swims  goes for walks  catches fish  screams
	 b	 Jock likes … .
		  catching rabbits  eating fish  swimming
		  going for walks
	 c	 Roxanne is … .
		  happy  unhappy  angry  cold
	 d	 Leaping Larry likes … .
		  the castle  Roxanne  swimming  rock
	 e	 Mr Moneybags can’t … .
		  sell the castle  phone Larry  phone Duncan
		  live in London
4	 Write right (3) or wrong (7).
	 a	 It is a beautiful day on the island.	 c
	 b	 There are four people and two dogs on 

Duncan’s boat.	 c
	 c	 All the people are happy.	 c
	 d	 Bobo likes the water.	 c
	 e	 Duncan likes Jock.	 c

	 f	 Roxanne likes fishing.	 c
	 g	 Bobo and Jock swim in the water.	 c
	 h	 Larry can swim.	 c
	 i	 Duncan can’t swim.	 c
5	 You are talking to Leaping Larry. Write the 

questions.
You: ……………………………………………?
Leaping Larry: Yes, I want to buy the island called 
Lana.
You: ……………………………………………?
Leaping Larry: Because I can build a new house 
and invite my friends from California.
You: ……………………………………………?
Leaping Larry: No, my girlfriend does not like it.
You: ……………………………………………?
Leaping Larry: Because the castle is old and there 
is no electricity!

Section 3, pages 16–19
While reading 
6	 Write about Jean.

Jean Steward …… a teacher. She …… married; 
she’s single. She ………… art in a school. She 
………… painting. She …… very good ideas for 
Duncan’s problems. 

7	 Leaping Larry writes to Duncan. Put the letters 
in the right order.
Dear Mr McTavish
Thank you for the trip in your ……… (ABTO) 
in the sea. It was ……………………… 
(ABEFUTILU). We are in ………………… 
(ANIACLFIRO) now. My ……………… 
(FIREDNLIGR) Roxanne doesn’t like your island 
so we can’t buy it. We are ……… (INOGG)  
to stay in California. I ………… (EDNPHO) 
Mr Moneybags yesterday. He isn’t going to sell 
your island so it’s your ………… (ELMBROP) 
……… (ROSRY)!
Leaping Larry

After reading
8	 Work in two groups.
	 Group A: You want to buy Lana. Say why.
	 Group B: You don’t want to buy Lana. Say why.
9	 Work in pairs. Ask and answer the following 

questions about the story. 
	 a	 Did you like the story? Why (not)?
	 b	 What character in the story did you like? Why? 
	 c	 Would you like to live on an island like Lana? 

Why (not)?
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1	 Five things are wrong. Find them and make them 
right.

Island for Sale is a sad story about a young Scotsman, 

Duncan McTavish. He lives in a small castle on a small 

island in Scotland with his dog, Jock. He likes living 

there. He takes walks, paints and goes fishing in his 

boat. His castle is very cold and dark, and it needs a lot 

of electricity. He has money problems. He has to sell 

the castle. 

Leaping Larry is a rock star. He has a wife, Roxanne. 

They visit the castle. Roxanne doesn’t like the castle. 

It isn’t interesting. They don’t want to buy the castle. 

Duncan is unhappy. Then he meets Jean. She is a 

painter but she doesn’t like dogs. Jean has an idea. 

Tourists can come and stay at the castle on holiday 

and paint pictures. This is the end of their money 

problems. 

2	 Match A and B.
	 A	 	 B
	 a	 Lana isn’t big	 houses and castles.
	 b	 Duncan telephones a 	 because there are no
		  man 	 lights, no food and no 
			   hot water.
	 c	 Moneybags sells	 for his girlfriend.
	 d	 Larry wants to buy 	 in London.
		  the island
	 e	 Roxanne goes to bed	 but it’s beautiful.
3	 Look at the words in italics. Who or what are they? 

a	 Bobo jumps into the water and he likes it.
	 ………………………………………………
b	 Duncan and Jock wait a long time for Roxanne and 

Leaping Larry. They come by helicopter.
	 ………………………………………………
c	 Roxanne does not like Duncan’s island and she does 

not like his castle.
	 ………………………………………………
d	 I wanted to paint your island. I can paint good 

pictures here. 
	 ………………………………………………

4	 Look at this picture. What are the people saying or 
thinking? Write the name. 

a	 ‘Rabbit!!’  …………
b	 ‘This is interesting!’ …………
c	 ‘I can’t swim.’  …………
d	 ‘Bobo is fine.’ …………
e	 ‘Help Bobo! He is in the water!’ …………

	 Leaping Larry
	 Roxanne
	 Duncan
	 Jock
	 Bobo

5	 Put these in the right order. Write the numbers, 	
1–8.
a	 c	 In winter the castle is very cold and Duncan 

uses a lot of electricity.
b	 c	 Leaping Larry wants to build a new house on 

the island.
c	 c	 Leaping Larry, the American rock star, and his 

girlfriend Roxanne want to buy the island.
d	 c	 Duncan lives on an island with his dog and he 

is very happy living there.
e	 c	 Roxanne does not like the castle because it is 

old, dark and very cold.
f	 c	 One day, in April, Duncan gets a letter from the 

electricity company: he must pay £5,000.
g	 c	 Duncan cannot pay the electricity bill, so he 

decides to sell his island.
h	 c	 He generally goes swimming and fishing.


