











Chapter 1 — The Scorpion Bite

“The doctor,” she said. “Go get the doctor.”

The word was passed out to the neighbors in the little yard. And they repeated,
“Juana wants the doctor.” But the doctor never came to this area of little houses.
He spent all his time with the rich people in their large stone houses.

“He will not come,” the people in the yard said.

“The doctor will not come,” Kino said to Juana.

She looked up at him and said, “Then we will go to him.”

Holding her crying baby close to her, Juana moved through the crowd.

Kino followed her. They went out of the gate and onto the path, and all their
neighbors followed them.

They came to the place where the little houses stopped. Now the town of
stone began, a town of high walls and beautiful flowers inside. The crowd moved
past the church, and the beggars joined the group. They could see that Juana
and Kino were poor. They knew about the doctor and they wanted to watch.

A fat, lazy doctor does not usually help a poor man’s baby with a scorpion bite.

The crowd came at last to the big gate in the wall of the doctor’s house.

They could hear running water and singing birds behind the gate, and they
could smell rich foods from the house.

beggar /'bega/ (n) someone who asks other people for food and money
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The Pearl

Kino waited before he knocked. The doctor was not one of his people—he
did not have Indian blood. The doctor’s people came to Mexico from Spain 400
years earlier, and they hit and robbed and laughed at Kino’s people. They spoke
to them as they spoke to animals.

Kino felt weak and afraid and angry at the same time, but Coyotito was in
pain. So Kino lifted his right hand and knocked on the gate, and with his left
hand he took off his hat.

The big gate opened, and the servant there was dark, like him. Kino spoke
to him in the old language, about the baby and the scorpion, and asked to see
the doctor.

The servant replied in Spanish, and then he closed the gate. Kino and Juana
and all their neighbors waited in the sun.

The doctor was sitting up in his high bed. He was drinking chocolate and
eating cookies. The servant came to his door, and stood silently, and waited.

“Yes?” the doctor finally asked.

“It is a little Indian with a baby. The baby was bitten by a scorpion.”

servant /'savont/ (n) someone who works in another person’s house
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Chapter 1 — The Scorpion Bite

“Has he any money?” the doctor asked. “No, they never have any money!
I do not work for nothing. Ask him if he has any money!”

The servant returned to the gate and opened it a little. And this time he
spoke in the old language.

“Do you have any money?” he asked Kino.

Kino reached into his pocket and brought out a small piece of paper. He
opened it and showed the man eight small, ugly shapeless gray pearls. The
servant took them and closed the gate again, but this time he came back quickly.
He opened the gate and passed the paper back.

“The doctor is busy,” he said, and he could not look at Kino. And then he
shut the gate.

The crowd behind Kino and Juana slowly moved away. The beggars returned
to their place on the church steps, and the neighbors to their small wooden houses.

For a long time, Kino and Juana stood in front of the gate. Slowly Kino put
his hat back on his head. Then suddenly, he hit the gate very hard. He looked
down at the blood that ran between his fingers.



senives 2 I

1] Were you right?
Look back at your answers to Activity 1.2 on page iv. Then put the sentences
below in the right order.

| The baby laughs at the scorpion.

|| The baby shakes the rope.

|| The doctor refuses to help the parents.

The parents see the scorpion.

|| The parents go to see the doctor.

| The scorpion falls on the baby and bites him.
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.| The scorpion sees Kino.

7] What more did you learn?

Kino is Mexican Indian and lives by the ocean. The doctor is Spanish Mexican and
lives in the town. Match the words with their pictures.

speaks Spanish ...
.-~ doesn’t speak Spanish .
has a large stone house

eats corn-cakes for
breakfast

eats hot chocolate and
cookies for breakfast

has a hard life

is from a family that
came to Mexico 400
years ago

is fat and lazy

is young and poor

has a wife and a son
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2] Language in use

Look at the sentence on the right. He looked at the box where

Then write who, what or where in the Coyotito slept.

sentences below.

1 The baby’s shoulder was red ... where the scorpion bit it.

2 Juana was a quiet woman ....................... did not cry with pain.

3 They left their area and came to the houses ........................ were made of stone.

4 Kino spoke to the servant ......................... opened the gate.

5 He looked at the blood ........................ ran between his fingers.

1 What's next?

What do you think will happen next? Look at the words in italics on page 10 and
at the pictures in Chapter 2. Circle will or won’t in these sentences.

1 When Kino finds a big pearl, he will/won’t become rich.

2 Kino and Juana will/won’t think about changing their lives.
3 The baby will/won't die.

4 The news will/won’t travel through the town very quickly.
5

Everyone will/won’t become Kino and Juana’s enemy.

What other things will happen? Write another idea here.






